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Why do drugs after age 60 when you can just stand up too fast?  (Anonymous) 

 
First up at our really really big shoow (thank you Ed Sullivan) the Annual Meeting Feb 10th, was Tim 

Carothers, Plant Health Care Manager and Master Arborist, explaining to us the importance of pruning our 

trees according to best management practices to promote safe, healthy, well-structured trees. In this 

beautiful, rolling riparian community of ours, we are dedicated to being responsible stewards of our urban 

forest. And it shows..... for the most part. If you pay attention to such events, you may have noticed that 

there are a few, very few thankfully, trees that have been amputated willy nilly along the branches. What 

this does is create a pruning nightmare for the homeowner in the future. It weakens the tree and the 

attachment of the new branches which will begin their lives as suckers (sucka!). The bottom line here is 

this: find a qualified arborist (ask to see his certification) to trim your trees, not a guy who happens to own 

a pickup and a chainsaw. Not the same thing. 

 

Hey! Have you noticed how very few (sometimes no) cars are parked on the street anymore? Safety first 

wins another one. 

 

Dollar General has taken a face plant belly flop for this community. All of you who gathered, organized, 

protested, wrote letters, called the County, attended meetings in Visalia, and screamed bloody murder can 

pat yourselves on the back. It worked. Amazing how powerful a force can be when it’s a cacophony of 

varying voices.  

 

From the BoD meeting (the one without Ed Sullivan): James Rigler has stepped up to fill the empty seat on 

the Board. Please thank him when you have a chance. Each year the BoD decides who will fill each seat, 

regardless of who held it last. Minor adjustments have been made this year. Oma Mansfield has stepped 

down. Michael Mahoney continues to be president; Joan Huffaker - VP; Kathy Slechta - Treasurer; Jean 

Bailey - Secretary; James Rigler - Director at Large. Please thank all these brave people when you can.  

 

Epiphany: there’s more to life than a Home Owner’s Association. Really? Is she serious? I think Oma 

found her epiphany in South Africa, Michael found his in New Zealand, I’m not sure about the 

others.  Could be anywhere including right here at home. I’m not quite sure how to say this gently (not 

really my forté, the gently thing), but the bottom line is “cool your jets”. The Board members will not 

be immediately responsive to homeowner issues. Here’s how it’s gonna roll. When you have a question, a 

complaint, a clarification, a request, a loving expression, a thank you, an idea you’d like to share with the 

BoD, put it in an email and send it to Rita Franco rita@wcisa.net. She will add it to the Agenda for the 

subsequent Board meeting (2nd Tues of the month). No longer are the Board members willing to spend 

hours of their lives each month discussing HOA issues via email . Your personal issue can come up and be 

discussed at the next meeting. Handy tip: your attendance at said meeting will add weight to your argument 

and allow the Directors to ask questions. If they have questions, and you’re not there to answer them, the 

issue will be tabled until the next BoD meeting when you can field the questions. So...’patience’ is the new 

‘hurry up’.   Jack Nicholson and Tom Cruise in A Few Good Men: “Am I clear?”  “Crystal“.  

 

 

Next BoD meeting is March 12, 2019 2:00 @ 32462 River Island Ln. 

Be there or be square. 
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